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Asia is the continent facing the highest number of disaster hazards. Due to its populous 
countries which have limitations in technical adaptation capacity to prepare, response 
and recover from emergencies and crises, Asia bears disproportionately the global 
emergency health risk posed by the increasing frequency of extreme events as a result of 
climate change.

With the humble intentions to contribute to scientific advancement and to identify 
solutions and strategies that may alleviate human suffering resulting from disasters, 
the Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical 
Humanitarian Response (CCOUC) was formed in 2011.

The CCOUC team has been in “combating mode” since the responsibility to conquer this academic frontier was entrusted 
by The Chinese University of Hong Kong and the University of Oxford. With the staunch support of Professor Joseph 
Sung and Professor Andrew Hamilton, CCOUC has managed to transform itself from a small academic interest group 
into a budding global learning hub in Asia Pacific to engage in world class disaster and humanitarian research.

This booklet offers a quick snapshot of the humanitarian journey achieved by CCOUC during 2011-2013. For research, we 
have published 84 articles in international peer-reviewed journals and conference proceedings to contribute to the better 
scientific understanding of health outcomes and interventions that may improve frontline disaster health and response 
practices programme and inform policy making. Members of the centre have actively engaged in 5 WHO global and 
regional consultation meetings related to disaster and humanitarian affairs. As a training platform, CCOUC has hosted 
training programmes and academic fellowships for participants from PRC China, UK, US, Japan, Indonesia and Kingdom 
of Bhutan. With the support of Croucher Foundation (2013-2017), we introduced the first regional postgraduate research 
methodology training course in disaster and medical humanitarian studies and admitted the first cohort of 23 participants 
from 9 countries in 2013. With regard to knowledge transfer, we have collaborated with 13 NGOs for knowledge transfer 
activities and the team was awarded with the Best Interdisciplinary Award in the CUHK Awards of Excellence in Social 
Engagement 2013. Chinese translation of the international guidelines “Psychological First Aid: Guide for Field Workers” 
was developed and the project has trained 900 Hong Kong emergency community workers for Psychological First Aid. We 

MESSAGE FROM THE CENTRE DIRECTOR

PROFESSOR EMILY CHAN
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are also proud to share that, as of November 2013, our flagship community disaster resilience intervention programme 
team, as part of the Ethnic Minority Health Village Project, has left its footprints in 22 remote villages in China, reaching 
out to 9 non-Han Chinese ethnic groups and 25,000 people.

Years ago, as a young doctor living in a globalised community, I felt limited by the opportunity available in this region 
to learn, to get trained and to feel truly useful to be part of the global effort to mitigate human sufferings in the face of 
disasters and emergencies. With my CCOUC team, we are trying our best to bridge this gap through creating an academic 
space for medical and public health humanitarian research, education and knowledge transfer activities. We are excited 
about the progress, but it is important to mention that our work is only made possible with the unwavering support of 
Professor Joseph Sung and Professor Andrew Hamilton. Professor Jeremy Farrar, Professor Sian Griffiths, Professor Tai 
Fai Fok, Mr. Darren Nash and Professor Colin Graham have all been providing their invaluable advices and stewardship 
throughout this initial period to establish this centre into a truly global research and learning platform.

We hope through this report, you will share our excitement and pride of the progress for the last two years. Thank you for 
all your support and interest.

Professor Emily Y. Y. Chan
Director, Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response
Director, Centre for Global Health, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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MESSAGE FROM

PROFESSOR JOSEPH SUNG
As a strong believer and supporter of its cause in both academic and humanitarian fronts, 
I have not only witnessed the growth of CCOUC, but I would be proud to say that I have 
also rolled up my sleeves in one of its health education missions to a remote farming village 
in Gansu Province of China this summer. In addition to the poor hygiene conditions we 
tried to help improve there, I still remember the sincerity and warmth behind the greetings 
from the villagers.

While I have travelled for five hours on the road to that poverty-stricken Gansu village, I still 
couldn’t imagine myself in Emily’s team when she told me that she had just returned from 
the 4,000-plus Tibetan plateau to identify suitable sites for CCOUC’s future research and 
education activities, braving the thin air, unpredictable weather and bumpy road for days, 

not to mention taking no shower during that long expedition. However, I am sure you will find in this informative booklet 
the answer as to what has been driving this small squad forward on the frontiers of knowledge and humanitarian missions.

As CCOUC concludes its various achievements in our very successful collaboration with the University of Oxford 
commencing in April 2011, I look forward to its continued shining among both the academic community and the civil 
society locally, regionally and internationally.

Professor Joseph J. Y. Sung
Vice-Chancellor and President
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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MESSAGE FROM

PROFESSOR ANDREW HAMILTON

Professor Andrew Hamilton FRS
Vice-Chancellor
University of Oxford

It is a great pleasure to have the opportunity to renew the memorandum of understanding 
between the University of Oxford and The Chinese University of Hong Kong with respect 
to the Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical 
Humanitarian Response.

Since its establishment in 2011, the CCOUC has undertaken a hugely impressive range of 
activities, including the production of a wide range of research publications and conference 
presentations, undertaking a number of international consultations, running training courses 
both at CUHK and elsewhere, and working on the development of an online short course in 
disaster and medical humanitarian relief in the Asia Pacific Region, to be launched next year. 

The next phase of the CCOUC’s development promises to be just as exciting, involving as it does the planned evolution 
into a World Health Organisation Collaborating Centre for community resilience and disaster preparedness, as well 
as further capacity building and collaborative relationships with academic institutions around the world. My Oxford 
colleagues and I look forward immensely to participating in this next stage of the Centre’s activity.
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MESSAGE FROM

PROFESSOR FRANCIS K L CHAN
It is most gratifying to see the tremendous progress and achievements that the CCOUC 
has made since its inception in April 2011.  The recent renewal of the memorandum of 
understanding between The University of Oxford and The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
signifies the next milestone of its development.

A myriad of projects interweaving seamlessly CCOUC’s philosophies in the education, research 
and services in both academic and humanitarian fronts has been most impressive. 

The planet has become increasingly vulnerable due to effects on the environment by 
unprecedented human activities in the last century.  Developing countries and underprivileged 
areas are caught unprepared and usually paid the highest price in natural or manmade disasters.   
The CCOUC not only raises the awareness of developed countries on this harsh reality but also 

actively engages concerted global efforts to empower humanitarian professionals through education, research and services to 
grapple with new problems.  I am most delighted to note that in July 2013, CCOUC signed an agreement of understanding for 
collaborations with The Harvard University’s FXB Center and The Harvard Humanitarian Initiative to further enhance its work.

This activity report documents the work of those with the hearts and fortitude to challenge their limits to overcome difficulties.   
Readers will find these narratives not only inspirational but also heartwarming.

I trust that under the able leadership of the Director of CCOUC, Professor Emily Chan, the work of CCOUC will continue to 
scale new heights in the years to come.

Professor Francis K. L. Chan
Dean 
Faculty of Medicine
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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The origins of CCOUC lie in our belief that if global health needs are to be met , 
particularly at times of disaster, then collaboration is of the essence. In its short history 
there have been many CCOUC collaborations: within Hong Kong, with mainland China, 
and further afield. The work of the Centre in education, research and service is growing 
exponentially. This growth reflects the values and integrity of the small team, led by Emily 
Chan, who have taken students to remote rural areas, who have put themselves at the front 
line at times of disaster and who have striven to develop a research approach which will 
contribute to academic excellence. The recent devastation in the Philippines demonstrates 
only too sadly the acute health needs triggered by natural disasters and the importance of 
humanitarian response.

As a core part of the Centre for Global Health here at CUHK, we have been delighted to share our journey with our 
colleagues at Oxford University who have been unfailingly supportive. We look forward to working with them and with 
others in the years to come and are delighted that the MOU is being signed today by our respective Vice Chancellors.

Professor Sian M. Griffiths
Senior Adviser (International Academic Development)
Director, Centre for Global Heath (2013)
Director, JC School of Public Health and Primary Care (2009-2013)
Director, JC School of Public Health (2005-2009)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

MESSAGE FROM

PROFESSOR SIAN GRIFFITHS
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Public health is concerned and deals with health issues of communities or populations in 
both normal and abnormal times. Disaster preparedness and humanitarian response have 
become increasingly important in public health in particular after the 911 Event and SARS 
epidemic. Disaster public health and medicine have emerged as important new disciplines 
in the field of health sciences. The CCOUC was set up in 2011 in response to this important 
need of the society with a joint effort between the CUHK and the University of Oxford.

As compared with clinical medicine and basic biomedical sciences, public health is more 
a field-based discipline. As the German philosopher Johann Wolfgang von Goethe once 
advised "Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we must do." This is 
particularly true for public health learners and practitioners. The training and research work 

conducted by the CCOUC provides a great opportunity for our students to be exposed to unique health issues in disaster 
times and the field work is a very good learning experience for applying theories they have learned in books and classrooms.

Moreover, decisions even in emergencies should be made consistent with the current best research evidence and in 
a scientific and ethical way. It is great to see that students have developed this awareness in participating in the needs 
assessment, health education intervention, and impact evaluation in the field trips organised by the Centre.

I am much delighted to see that the Centre has accomplished greatly in its short history in education, research and 
knowledge transfer activities. I feel confident that the Centre will continue to make successes in the future and has the 
potential to become a leading institute in disaster public health and medicine locally, regionally and internationally.

Professor Jin-Ling Tang
Acting Director
JC School of Public Health and Primary Care
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

MESSAGE FROM
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MESSAGE FROM

PROFESSOR PETER HORBY
Humanitarian disasters are an ever-present threat, and whilst we cannot avert most of 
these tragedies, we can certainly mitigate the risk and impact. I am therefore delighted to 
assume the role as the Principal Investigator for the University of Oxford in the CCOUC 
initiative, and to work with colleagues in CUHK to support the people most vulnerable to 
the effects of humanitarian disasters.

There is an enormous need for high-quality research to find practical and evidence-based 
solutions to the numerous challenges posed by humanitarian disasters. As is so often the 
case in health research, where the need is greatest, the knowledge is least. In humanitarian 
crises the population are often in dire need, yet our understanding of what interventions, 
strategies and policies work best is often woefully inadequate. To fill this knowledge gap, 

CCOUC have developed an extensive program of community engagement and operational research (learning how to 
do things better whilst doing them). Operational research is an essential tool for improving health programmes, and is 
especially important in humanitarian crises, where the context and needs are often very different from stable settings. 

In the coming years we aspire to build on these programmes to make a major contribution to delivering practical 
solutions to the health problems of people affected by humanitarian disasters, and to improve the science and methods of 
operational research in humanitarian crises.

Professor Peter Horby
Advisory Board Member, Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response
Senior Clinical Research Fellow, Centre for Tropical Medicine and Global Health, University of Oxford
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Signing Ceremony of the Renewed Memorandum of Understanding (2013-2018) for CCOUC on 6 December 
2013: CCOUC Director Professor Emily Y. Y. Chan (right) presented CCOUC disaster preparedness bags 
as souvenirs to Vice-Chancellor of CUHK Professor Joseph J. Y. Sung (left) and Vice-Chancellor of Oxford 
University Professor Andrew Hamilton in the ceremony.
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C C O U C  O v e r v i e w

Despite its vulnerability,  Asia has for many years lacked an academic unit dedicated to the study of 
disaster  prepare dness ,  rel ief,  and response.  The impact of  disaster  upon the human population is 
exacerbated by significant resource disparity as well as a lack of research and technical knowledge transfer 
in the field of disaster risk management.

CCOUC aims to become  a leading research and 
academic training centre in the Asia Pacific Region 
for disaster and medical humanitarian response.
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OUR VISION is to minimise the negative 
health impact of disasters experienced by vulnerable 
populations in the Asia Pacific Region.

From VISION TO MISSION

Vice-Chancellor of The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Professor Joseph Sung (5th from right, 
back row), and Master of Science in Global Health Science students from Oxford University 
joined a CCOUC field mission to Dangzheng Village of Gansu Province, China, in May 2013.

OUR MISSION is  to serve as a platform 
for research, education, and community knowledge 
transfer  in the areas of  disaster  and medical 
humanitarian crisis policy development, planning, 
and response.

12
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Our Achievements in Numbers

10
Awards Received

25
Publications in 

International Journals

46
Studies Published 

59
Seminars & 

International Conferences
 Presented

Our Focus Areas:

Clinical Effectiveness, Guidelines 
and Policies Development 

Climate Change and Health 

Disaster Preparedness &
Response Planning

Disaster Epidemiology

CCOUC team interviewed flood victims in a temporary camp site 
in October 2012 after a major flood in Xide County of Liangshan, 
Sichuan Province, China.
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Despite its vulnerability, Asia has for many years 

lacked an academic unit dedicated to the study of 

disaster preparedness, relief, and response. The 

impact of disaster upon the human population is 

exacerbated by significant resource disparity as 

well as a lack of research and technical knowledge 

transfer in the field of disaster risk management. 

B e twe e n  2 0 1 1  a n d  2 0 1 3 ,  th e re  we re  9 1 4  

N A T U R A L  D I S A S T E R S  wo r l dw i d e . 

C l o s e  t o  5 0 %  of these disasters 

occurred in ASIA, which faces fo u r  t i m e s 

more risk than Africa and 2 5  t i m e s  more 

risk than Europe or North America to be affected 

by NAT U R AL DISA ST ER S .
Source: Asian Development Bank, 2013
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Our Project Coverage:
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1. Great East Japan Earthquake, March 2011
2. Syria Civil War, Since 2011
3. Northern Thailand Floods, July 2011- January 2012
4. Pakistan Floods, September 2011/ September 2012/ August 2013
5. Sikkim Earthquake, September 2011
6. Indian Ocean Earthquake, April 2012
7. Chittagong Floods, June 2012

1
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8. Beijing Flash Floods, July 2012
9. Typhoon Bopha, December 2012
10. Ya’an Earthquake, April 2013
11. Sistan & Baluchestan Earthquake, April 2013
12. North India Flood, June 2013
13. Southwest China Flood, July 2013
14. Typhoon Haiyan, November 2013

Our project coverage in 2011-2013:
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To achieve its mission, CCOUC:
•	 Has	 its	unique	multidisciplinary	public	health	

research	 team	focused	on	gathering,	assessing,	
and	evaluating	evidence	to	synthesise	concrete	
knowledge	 and	 practical	 guidelines	 based	 on	
evidence	 for	 disaster	 preparedness,	 relief,	 and	
response	in	China	and	the	Asia	Pacific	Region;

•	 Provides	 training	 for	 both	 academics	 and	
frontline	disaster	relief	practitioners;	

•	 Establishes	academic	internship	and	fellowship	
programmes	to	support	and	enhance	technical	
and	 research	 capacity 	 in 	 the	 Asia 	 Pac i f ic	
Region;

•	 D e l i v e r s 	 te c h n i c a l 	 s e m i n a r s 	 to 	 e n h a n c e	
understanding	 and	 knowledge	 transfer 	 of	
disaster	 and	 medical	 humanitarian	 response	
experiences;	and

•	 Publishes	 materials	 for	 teaching,	 research	 as	
well	as	historical	reference.

16
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Since April 2011, CCOUC has engaged in cross-sectoral collaborations and partnerships with stakeholders 
in the forefront of disaster and humanitarian crisis mitigations. Together with the two world- renowned 
institutions, the multidisciplinary team at CCOUC aims at generating academically sound and field-tested 
solutions for frontline disaster-relief practitioners.

17
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2 0 1 1
2011  April  Our Establishment 

CCOUC was established in the witness of Professor Andrew 
Hamilton, Vice Chancellor of Oxford University, and Professor 
Joseph Sung, Vice Chancellor of The Chinese University of Hong Kong. 

2011  April Project-site Completion in Sichuan
CCOUC completed health needs assessment, interventions and 
evaluations for Ma’anqiao Village of Sichuan Province as part of 
the Ethnic Minority Health Project.

2011  July Global Health Summer Institute 
CCOUC offered training to over 70 local and regional stakeholders 
as part of the CUHK JC School of Public Health and Primary 
Care’s Global Health Summer Institute. 

2011  August Graduate Fellowship Programme 
CCOUC received its first cohort of Graduate Research Fellows. 

2011  October Hong Kong Humanity Award
CCOUC Honorary Principal Nursing Officer and Ex-Training 
and Development Manager, Ms. Esther Yiu, was awarded the 
“2011 Hong Kong Humanity Award” by the Hong Kong Red Cross 
and Radio Television Hong Kong. 

2011  October Project-site Completion in Gansu
CCOUC completed health needs assessment, interventions and 
evaluations for Datan Village of Gansu Province as part of the 
Ethnic Minority Health Project.    

2011  October Humanitarian Affairs University Scholars Leadership Symposium 
CCOUC Graduate Research Fellow, Ms Jamie Rodas, presented at 
Humanitarian Affairs University Scholars Leadership Symposium 
in Pattaya, Thailand.

50 major humanitarian activities carried out by CCOUC are 
selected in celebration of the Golden Jubilee of CUHK in 2013.
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2011  October Challenge Cup Champion 
CCOU C Graduate Research Fel low,  Ms.  Cr ystal  Z hu,  won 
Champion at “The 12th National Extracurricular Science and 
Technology Challenge Cup” of China.

2011  November Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation 
Intervarsity Walkathon 
CCOUC supported Wu Zhi Qiao Charitable Foundation’s first 
intervarsity charity walkathon at Tai Tam Waterworks Heritage Trail.

2011  December Technical Workshop for Hong Kong Journalists 
CCOUC delivered the first technical workshop with the Hong 
Kong Journalist Association to prepare frontline reporters and 
journalists for deployment to disaster-afflicted settings. 

2 0 1 2
2012  January Pre-deployment Training for CCTV Journalists

CCOUC trained close to 100 CC T V reporting crew at  the 
organisation’s Annual General  Meeting on pre-deployment 
preparation and field-security.  

2012  February Health and Safety Consultation for Wu Zhi Qiao 
CCOUC partook in Wu Zhi Qiao Charitable Foundation Annual 
Student Interf low Camp as Health and Safety Consultants and 
Professional Guest Speakers.

2012  March Health Needs Assessment in Three Provinces
CCOUC conducted health needs assessment in Haozhi Village of 
Guizhou Province, Gong’ai Village of Hainan Province, and Luoxiu 
Village of Guangxi Province.

2012  April  Reflecting upon the 311 Tohoku Japan Earthquake 
CCOUC participated in the United Nations University “Human 
Security and Natural Disasters Conference.” 

2012  April Regional Fellow from Bhutan 
CCOUC received its first Regional Fellow, Mr. Rinzin Jamtsho, 
Head of Public Grievance Redressal Affairs at Prime Minister’s 
Office from the Kingdom of Bhutan. 

19

p17-24_v7.indd   19 16/1/2014   11:12:01



2012  May Urban Disaster-preparedness Survey 
CCOUC conducted a local population-based telephone survey to 
investigate urban community disaster health risk perception, awareness 
and preparedness at the household level and their predictors.

2012  May New Project-site in Guangxi 
CCOUC opened a new project site in Gaoyou Village in Guangxi 
Province, China. 

2012  June NGO Fellowship Programme 
CCOUC received the first cohort of NGO Fellows from Médecins 
Sans Frontieres, Hong Kong Red Cross, Oxfam Hong Kong, Auxiliary 
Medical Service, Shenzhen Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and civil servants from the Kingdom of Bhutan. 

2012  July Technical Workshop on Risk Management for Health in 
Disaster Settings
CCOUC recruited close to 100 students, aid workers and NGO 
Fellows to be trained in Risk Management for Health in Disaster 
Settings.  

2012  August Health Needs Assessments in Guangxi
CCOUC conducted health needs assessment trip to Gaoyou 
Village of Guangxi Province, China.

2012  October International Day for Disaster Reduction 
CCOUC organised the first “Humanitarian Week” in response to 
the UN International Day for Disaster Reduction. 

2012  October Meeting with Ministry of Health and Emergency Medical 
Center in Beijing 
CCOUC held a meeting with the Ministry of Health and the 
Emergency Medical Center in Beijing, China. All parties were keen 
to deepen the relationships and collaboration in the future. 

2012  November WHO Emergency Health Risk Consultation 
CCOUC participated in the Emergency Health Risk Consultation 
at the World Health Organization (WHO) to provide technical 
consultancy for WHO Health Emergency Risk Management 
Framework (HERMF).
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现场工作者心理急救指南

2 0 1 3
2013  January Health Interventions in Guangxi 

CCOUC delivered health interventions in Gaoyou Village of 
Guangxi Province, China. 

2013  February CCOUC featured on the Nuffield Department of Medicine 
Podcast Series of Oxford Univeristy
CCOUC Director, Professor Emily Chan, gave a lecture on climate 
change in Oxford University and shared the vision and mission of 
CCOUC on the Nuffield Department of Medicine Podcast Series. 

2013  March Regional Fellowship Programme
CCOUC Regional Fellow, Dr. Elizabeth Newnham, shared the mental 
health impact on children and adolescents in post-conflict Sierra Leone.

2013  March Examining Urban Household-based Emergency and Disaster 
Preparedness 
Preliminary results for study on urban household-based emergency 
and disaster preparedness were presented to the general public.

2012  April CUHK 50th Anniversary Distinguished Lecture 
CCOUC delivered a public seminar at the Hong Kong Central Library 
on “How to deliver evidence-based health interventions for remote, 
disaster-prone ethnic minority communities in China.” The seminar 
was part of the CUHK 50th Anniversary Distinguished Lecture Series.

2013  April Publication of the Chinese Psychological First Aid Guide 
CCOUC worked with WHO, War Trauma Foundation and World 
Vision International to complete the adaptation and translation of the 
“Psychological First Aid: Guide for Field Workers” into Chinese. 

2013  April A Closer Look at 420 Ya’an Earthquake 
CCOUC shared the implications for relief actions, training and research 
for future medical and health humanitarian operations in China. 

2013  April Training-of-Trainers Workshop in Guangxi
CCOUC organised its first knowledge transfer workshop on disaster 
first aid in Nanning, Guangxi Province to enhance the theoretical 
knowledge about disaster management, as well as the basic first aid 
skills in disaster settings. The workshop was attended by 31 frontline 
workers and volunteer rescuers from 4 NGOs in Guangxi Province. 

21
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2013  May CUHK Golden Jubilee Celebratory Health Project  
CCOUC conducted a community-wide Waste-management 
Campaign as part of the CUHK Golden Jubilee Celebratory activity 
at Dangzheng Village of Gansu Province, China, joined by five 
Master in Global Health Science students from Oxford University. 

2013  May UNISDR Consultation 
CCOUC delegates were invited as presenters in the 4th Session 
of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction organised by 
UNISDR, the UN office for disaster risk reduction, in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

2013  May Five-year After the 512 Sichuan Earthquake 
CCOU C delegates  presente d at  the International  Disaster 
Medicine Forum organised by the Chinese Society of Disaster 
Medicine. CCOUC pronounced the need to develop chronic 
disease management protocols in disaster response and the 
challenges in socio-cultural adaptation of health messages when 
implementing disaster risk reduction programmes in ethnic-
minority-based communities in China. 

2013  May WHO Publication on Climate Change 
CCOUC published the first climate change and health-related 
temperature threshold of  Hong Kong on the World Health 
Organization Bulletin. 

2013  July  Partnership with Harvard University 
CCOUC signed an Agreement of Understanding for Collaborations 
with Harvard University’s FXB Center and Harvard Humanitarian 
Initiative. 
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2013  July  Croucher Summer Course 
CCOUC launched the first biennial Croucher Summer Course 
for disaster and medical humanitarian response 2013-2017, 
including overseas  par t ic ipant s  f rom Bangladesh,  Bhutan, 
Indonesia, Switzerland and Turkey.

2013  August  Project-site Completion in Gansu
CCOUC completed health needs assessment, interventions and 
evaluations for Macha Village of Gansu Province as part of the 
Ethnic Minority Health Project.

2013  August  New Project-site in Yunnan 
CCOUC started a new project site in Guai Village of Yunnan 
Province, China.

2013  August  Climate Change Project Presentation 
CCOUC presented the health impact of climate change at the 6th 
International Conference on Atmosphere, Ocean and Climate Change.

2013  September  Training for Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(China CDC)
CCOUC provided technical training for over 50 provincial CDC 
representatives together with the World Health Organization 
China office and CDC of the United States. 

2013  October Best Interdisciplinary Award for Knowledge Transfer Projects
CCOUC’s Fellowship Programme received “Best Interdisciplinary 
Award” of The Chinese University of Hong Kong Awards of 
Excellence in Social Engagement 2013. 

2013  October  Health Needs Assessment in Yunnan 
CCOUC conducted health needs assessment in Guai Village of 
Yunnan Province with a team of 11 CCOUC staff members and 
CUHK students. 

2013  October  UNISDR International Day for Disaster Reduction
CCOUC conducted forum discussion for NGO fellows on Disaster 
Reduction for people with disabilities to in response the theme of 
International Day for Disaster Reduction 2013.
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2013  November  WHO Technical Consultation for Eastern Mediterranean Region 
CCOUC participated in WHO Consultation Meeting in Amman, 
Jordan on the development of academic curriculum on emergency 
r i sk  m an agement  in  he a l th  se c tor,  t r a in ings  th at  supp or t 
emergency risk management actions, and health emergency risk 
assessment.

2013  November  Cross-border Humanitarian Knowledge Transfer 
CCOUC delivered a lecture to provincial Center for Disease 
C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  ( C D C )  i n  S h e n z h e n  R e s e a r c h 
Institute, CUHK on Medical and Health Issues in Disaster and 
Humanitarian Response.

2013  November  Community Engagement Seminar Series 
CCOUC invited Mr. Chong Chan Yau, President of the Hong 
Kong Blind Union, to deliver a lecture on “Living With Disability 
and Disaster”

2013  November  Health Education Workshop for Volunteers
CCOUC conducted a workshop for volunteers on how to conduct 
humanitar ian health inter vention programmes in  remote, 
poverty-stricken, ethnic minority-based and disaster-prone rural 
areas of China.

2013  November  Project-site Assessment in Tibetan Plateau Funded by Oxford 
University
CCOUC completed an eight-day site-assessment field trip to 
remote and earthquake-prone villages in Tibetan plateau, Qinghai 
Province, China. 

2013  November  Relief Operations of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines 
C linical  members  of  CCOU C set  of f  to  the Phi l ippines  to 
participate in the emergency relief operations of Hong Kong 
NGOs after the strike of super typhoon Haiyan on 8th November. O
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Clinical Effectiveness,
Guidelines and Policies Development

Disaster Preparedness &
Response Planning Disaster Epidemiology Climate Change and Health

The Ethnic Minorty Health Project (EMHP)

What Is It?

The Ethnic Minority Health Project (EMHP) was established in 2008 by Prof. Emily Chan and her team to 
facilitate field learning and research capacity in disaster and medical humanitarian response. After the inception 
of CCOUC in 2011, the EMHP has been recognized as one of the f lagship programmes of the Centre. The 
project has five major objectives:

1) TO  EMPOWER  VULNERABLE  COMMUNITIES  in rural and remote settings to prepare for and 
mitigate the adverse impact of natural disasters;

2) TO  BRING  SCIENCE  TO  THE  PEOPLE  by adapting technical “know-how” developed in academic 
settings to concrete practice in the field;

3) TO  DEVELOP  HUMAN  RESOURCES  to work in rural and remote communities by offering practice 
and field-based trainings;

4) TO  RAISE  GLOBAL  AWARENESS  of issues related to disaster impact and preparedness among remote 
communities in developing countries; and

5) TO  DOCUMENT  EMPIRICAL  FINDINGS  to support future development of related intervention for 
other rural, community-based health projects.
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Why This Project?

Globally, China is the most natural-disaster-prone 
country and its rural population faces the highest 
natural-disaster risk. These communities are often 
characterised by being ethnic-minority based, living 
in extreme poverty (less than USD$1.25/person/day) 
and lacking technical “know-how” and resources for 
disaster preparedness. These at-risk populations are 
often left to fend for their own survival post-disaster. 

C C O U C  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y 
collaborations and appropriate opportunities are 
required to produce a successful project. In addition 
to improv ing health outcomes of  populat ion in 
those villages, the project model also serves as an 
exemplar for other projects that support public 
health programmes in rural settings which attempt to 
capitalise efforts to mitigate adverse disaster impact 
and to improve health outcomes in China.

Climate Change and Health
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Active Participation of Researchers from Oxford University

In 2011, an Oxford University Master in Global Health 
Science graduate, Dr. Rosamund Southgate, joined the 
project as a CCOUC Regional Fellow and completed a 
research project titled "The ethics of allocating health 
relief in resource-deficient environments: A reflection 
from the Ethnic Minority Health Project” after her field 
assessment trip to Hainan Province in March 2012.
 
Since then, there have been annual research attachments 
from the Oxford M.Sc. in Global Health Science 
programme joining CCOUC as Graduate Fellows. Two 
Oxford University Master in Global Health Science 
students, Ms. Barbara McCarthy (2012) and Mr. Praveen 
Basaviah (2013), joined the project and completed 
two research projects titled “Individual natural disaster 
preparedness in rural China: The use of the precaution 
adoption process model” and “Waste management issues 
in rural villages in China”, respectively.
 
In May 2013, five Master in Global Health Science students 
of Oxford University joined a field intervention-based 
mission to a remote rural village in Gansu Province of 
China.
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Phase 0 Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Site
Selection

Needs
Assessment

Health
Intervention

Further needs
assessment

Impact
Evaltution

Health
Intervention

Project Structure

The first step in each village study is to select an appropriate site, followed by health needs assessment, health 
intervention, and impact evaluation. Each project lasts from 9 to 18 months.
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KEY:

 = 100 households

 = Flooding

 = Snowstorm

 = Fire disaster

 = Stone struck

 = Earthquake

 = Drought

 = Mudslide

 = Project-sites
 that have been  
 explored

Proposed and Visited Sites for Emergency Preparedness and Health Education 
for the Ethnic Minority Health Project (As of December 2013)

Ma’anqiao Village – Sichuan
   
Ethnicity: Dai (傣 ), Yi (彝 )
  

Guai Village – Yunnan
  
Ethnicity: Zhuang (壯 )
  

Hongyan Village – Sichuan
  
Ethnicity: Yi (彝 )

 •

Dangzheng Village – Gansu
   
Ethnicity: Han (漢 )
  

Datan Village – Gansu
   
Ethnicity: Hui (回 )

 

Gaoyou and Nongtuan Village – Guangxi
         
Ethnicity: Dong (侗 )
 

Gamai Village – Qinghai
  
Ethnicity: Tibetan (藏 )
  

Macha Village – Gansu
     
Ethnicity: Han (漢 )
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There are five main public health focuses in the Ethnic Minority Health Project . The following are some 
findings from the project:

Waste Management
 An estimation of 0.14 billion tonnes of waste was generated in rural China in 2000 and it 
increases 10% every year.
82.3% of villagers burn their waste at home and the majority lacks waste management system.

Indoor Environment
 About 50% of the villagers are unaware of indoor environment health hazard.
80% of the villagers reported at least one family member smoked regularly inside the house.
50% of the households let their farm animals entre the house freely.

Water and Health
More than one-third of the households did not have fixed toilet (43%) and used hole as their toilet (36.7%).
Around 10% of the villagers did not wash their hands routinely.
One-fourth of villagers who had scarce water supply (50%) did not boil water before drinking.

Promoting Healthy Lifestyle
Most residents in the villages were elderly and the 
majority of them had developed chronic illnesses, such as 
hypertension and diabetes. Health education addressing 
unhealthy lifestyle (e .g. smoking, drinking, high salt 
intake) was delivered in the villages.

Disaster Risk Literacy
Although all EMHP sites had at least one major natural disaster occurred within the 
previous five years, 40% of villagers did not perceive their villages as disaster-prone 
areas. Less than one-third of them (20-30%) had the capability to protect themselves; 
only one-fourth of them (25%) perceived emergency kit as important, and only a small 
number of villagers (<5%) had emergency kit. Apart from village doctors, no one had 
ever received first aid training.

KEY:

 = 100 households

 = Flooding

 = Snowstorm

 = Fire disaster

 = Stone struck

 = Earthquake

 = Drought

 = Mudslide

 = Project-sites
 that have been  
 explored
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More than 90% of people living in the project sites have not 
taken any disaster preparedness action. CCOUC encourages the 
adoption of disaster preparedness bags in these communities with 
the goal of securing five basic needs for survival in crisis situations: 

1) Clean water & basic sanitation

2) Food

3) Shelter

4) Health care

5) Information

What can be found in a disaster preparedness bag?

Promoting Disaster Preparedness Bags in Rural Communities

•	 Non-perishable	food

•	 Emergency	blanket

•	 Thermometer

•	 First	aid	kit

•	Torch

•	Radio

•	Whistle

•	Fire	starter

•	Multipurpose	knife

•	Thermo-durable	bottle

•	Flies	stickers

•	Soap

•	Copy	of	personal	documents	
(ID,	medication	list)

•	Family	pictures

• 	 I n f o r m a t i o n 	 c a r d s 	 ( t h e	
procedure	 of	 making	 ORS,	
key	messages	 in	post-disaster	
health	management)

	
“An adequate level of preparedness is essential to save lives and 
livelihoods in the face of a natural hazard event.” (UNISDR)
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What is the content of homemade ORS?
• Eight level teaspoons of sugar 
• One level teaspoon of salt 
• One litre of clean water 

”More than 1 million deaths related to diarrhea may 
have been prevented each year, largely attributable to 
the promotion and use of oral rehydration solution” 
(WHO/UNICEF Joint Statement)

Diarrhea is the leading cause of death amongst infants 
and young children. Oral rehydration solution (ORS) 
is a simple and effective therapy that has been strongly 
supported by WHO, UNICEF, and USAID in the 
treatment of diarrhoea. Proper use of ORS can prevent 
93% of childhood diarrhoea mortality. CCOUC has 
acknowle dge d and supporte d the promotion of 
homemade ORS by delivering health education on 
how to make a simple ORS that can be performed by 
every villager.

Promoting Homemade Oral Rehydration Solution in Rural China
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Multidisciplinary Assistance 
in Post-disaster Reconstruction 

- The UNESCO awarded project site in Sichuan

Location	 :	 Ma’anqiao	Village,	Xin’an	County,		 	
	 	 Sichuan	Province,	China
Population	Size	 :	 1,108	residents	in	255	households
Project	duration	 :	 18	months	(2011-2012)

In 2008, an earthquake measuring 6.1 on 
the Richter scale had destroyed nearly all 
infrastructures in the area.

Health needs assessment (HNA) was carried out in March 2009 to assess 
the community's knowledge, behavior, and practice on general health. 
Findings indicated poor health outcomes and low level of knowledge and behavior practices when 
compared to the general population in the provincial level. 

Based on these findings, CCOUC has delivered a series of public health educational programmes 
to raise the community’s disaster preparedness level and general public health resilience. 

The project, recognised as a World Health Organization Health Village Program project-site, 
adopted the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 2001 Healthy Communities 
Planning Framework as a guide. CCOUC has implemented health projects that covered the 
following themes: personal hygiene, disaster preparedness, waste-management, climate change 
and health awareness, and chronic-diseases management. 

The Village Rebuild Demonstration Project in Ma’anqiao Village of Sichuan Province was awarded the 
Jury Commendation for Innovation in the 2011 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Cultural 
Heritage Conservation. The project was also recognised as the Best Project of the 51 entries from Hong 
Kong and Macau in the 12th National Challenge Cup of China in 2011. 

The project model at Ma’anqiao Village sets an exemplar for future interventions in the promotion 
and application of public health works in disaster-prone rural areas of China.
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A Closer Look at the 
“Hui” Ethnic Minority Disaster 
Preparedness

Location	 :	 Datan	Village,	Tianshui	City,	
	 	 Gansu	Province,	China
Population	Size	 :	 1,108	residents	in	213	households
Project	duration	 :	 18	months	(2011-2012)

The community of Datan Village relies on subsistence farming as their major source of income. While a large majority of the households live under 
the poverty line, with an average annual income per person of RMB 1,140, Datan Village is not supported by any poverty alleviation programme. 
Most of the villagers have limited access to higher education and employment opportunities in the urban cities.

The Malu River that supports the agricultural output in the community causes seasonal flooding 
in the village. The climate characteristics and geographical location make the village prone to 
a wide range of natural disasters, such as earthquake in 2008, fire disaster in 2009, drought in 

March 2010, and flood in May 2010.

CCOUC visited the village to conduct health needs 
assessments in 2010 and early 2011, and later delivered 
a series of health education outside the village mosque 
on surviving mudslides, musculoskeletal pain, and food 
safety. Evaluation of longer-term impact was conducted 
in October 2011

Publication:

Chan EYY, Kim JH, Lin CLY, Cheung EYL, 
Lee PY. Is previous disaster experience a 
good predictor for disaster preparedness 
in extreme poverty households in remote 
Muslim minority based community in 
China? Journal of Immigrant and Minority 
Health. 2012 Dec. Available from http://
www.ncbi. nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23264186

35

p25-44_v7.indd   35 17/1/2014   17:03:38



Urban Disaster Preparedness 
and Response Planning

Urban Disaster Risk Reduction

The worldwide phenomena of urbanisation and rural-urban 
migration go along with the urbanisation of disaster risks, 
which brings challenges to disaster risk reduction. Some 
national and local governments, e.g. those in Brazil and 
Nicaragua, have demonstrated a concerted effort to reduce 
urban disaster risk by establishing an official risk reduction 
system. (World Disasters Report, 2010) 

“A dollar invested in disaster risk reduction can save two to ten dollars 
in disaster response and recovery costs.” (The International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies)

Clinical Effectiveness,
Guidelines and Policies 
Development

Disaster Preparedness &
Response Planning Disaster Epidemiology Climate Change and Health
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1)	Disaster	Risk	Perception	&	Preparedness	in	Hong	Kong

	 To	 investigate	 the	 urban	 communities’	 perception	 on	 disaster	 risk,	 CCOUC	 conducted	 a	 local	 population-
based	 telephone	survey	 in	May	2012.	This	project	 investigated	how	urban	Chinese	community	 in	Hong	Kong	
perceived	natural	disaster	risk	and	the	types	of	individual	and	household	level	preparedness	adopted.

P r e l i m i n a r y  F i n d i n g s :
The	study	found	that	less	than	half	of	the	surveyed	population	had	a	high	level	of	perceived	disaster	awareness	and	
actual	disaster	preparedness,	and	the	Hong	Kong	population	was	not	commonly	prepared	at	the	household	level.

I m p l i c a t i o n s :  
The	findings	highlighted	the	need	to	empower	the	community	to	prepare	themselves	for	potential	impact	of	disaster,	
as	disaster	response	is	more	timely,	comprehensive	and	thus	effective	at	household	and	individual	levels.	The	findings	
also	highlighted	the	need	to	promote	people's	awareness	of	their	vulnerability	towards	hazards	that	may	happen	in	
Hong	Kong.	Future	research	and	policy	formulation	should	focus	on	community	disaster	preparedness,	particularly	
enhancing	disaster	risk	literacy	of	the	general	public.

S e l e c t e d  J o u r n a l  &  C o n f e r e n c e  P a p e r s :  
Chan	EYY.	Bottom-up	disaster	 resilience.	Nature	Geoscience.	2013;6(5):327–8.	Available	 from:	http://	dx.doi.
org/10.1038/ngeo1815

Hung	KKC,	Lam	ECC,	Wong	MCS,	Wong	TW,	Chan	EYY,	Graham	CA.	Emergency	physicians’	preparedness	for	
CBRNE	incidents	in	Hong	Kong.	Hong	Kong	Journal	of	Emergency	Medicine.	2013;	20(2):90-97.

Chan	EYY,	Huang	BY,	Lee	PY,	Hung	KKC,	Yue	JSK.	A	cross-sectional	study	of	first	aid	training	in	the	general	population	
as	a	means	of	disaster	preparedness	in	Hong	Kong	(ID:235).	Paper	presented	at:	The	18th	World	Congress	on	Disaster	
&	Emergency	Medicine;	2013	May	28-	31;	Manchester,	United	Kingdom.

Hung	KCC.	Nuclear	accidents	preparation	and	emergency	response	in	Hong	Kong.	Paper	presented	at:	The	1st	Annual	
Congress	on	Disaster	Medicine	of	Chinese	Medical	Association;	2012	Oct	19-20;	Tianjin,	China.

Climate Change and Health
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	 Along	with	the	rising	trend	of	natural	disasters,	 the	need	
for	 building	 community	 capacity	 to	 cope	 with	 disasters	
is	also	 increasing.	 International	Federation	of	Red	Cross	
and	 Red	 Crescent	 Societies	 has	 strongly	 recommended	
building	 safer	 and	 more	 resilient	 communities	 as	 an	
approach	 to	 reduce	 disaster	 risk .	 Local	 communities	
can	 have	 an	 active	 role	 during	 and	 after	 disaster	 events.	
CCOUC	is	investigating	whether	the	promotion	of	physical	
first	 aid	 training	 at	 the	 individual	 and	 community	 levels	
can	serve	as	means	of	community	resilience	in	disaster	and	
emergency	situations.	

2) Mental Health Impact of Disasters

	 Mental	health	problems,	e.g.	 stress	disorder,	depression,	and	anxiety,	are	commonly	 found	among	people	who	
have	 suffered	 or	 witnessed	 traumatic	 events.	 There	 are	 three	 types	 of	 psychological	 intervention	 that	 have	
been	widely	used	as	an	early	 intervention	 to	people	 in	mental	health	crisis	 situation:	Critical	 Incidence	Stress	
Debriefing,	Mental	Health	First	Aid,	and	Psychological	First	Aid	(PFA).	

	 PFA	as	the	Standard	of	Care
	 In	2009,	 the	World	Health	Organization	(WHO)	evaluated	and	compared	PFA	with	psychological	debriefing,	

which	 is	an	early	 intervention	developed	in	the	1970s	that	encouraged	victims	to	express	their	emotions	about	
trauma.	It	was	concluded	that	PFA	should	be	used	in	severe	distress,	instead	of	psychological	debriefing.

3) Physical First Aid as Means of Resilience 
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W h y  t h i s  s t u d y ?
Psychological problems are not limited to disaster victims, but also affect frontline first responders, 
such as doctors, nurses, first aid responders and rescue workers. Studies have shown that disaster 
workers suffer from higher rates of acute stress disorder, posttraumatic stress, depression, and 
anxiety than people with no exposure to disasters. The prevalence of posttraumatic stress disorder 
among healthcare workers ranges from 13% to 31.8%.

CCOUC worked with the World Health Organization (WHO), War Trauma Foundation and 
World Vision International to complete the adaptation and translation of the “Psychological 
First Aid: Guide for Field Workers” into Chinese in April 2013. Making a guide as such available 
for Chinese-speaking communities is a significant milestone towards the provision of effective 
psychosocial support in post-disaster settings in Asia.

现场工作者心理急救指南

Project Highlights:

CCOUC has conducted a RCT study among Chinese emergency responders in Hong Kong to investigate the 
effectiveness of PFA pre-deployment training in preventing negative mental health outcome related to crisis 
response and in promoting general mental well-being of its participants. In this study, PFA training has received 
great response from the study participants.  More than 900 Hong Kong Auxiliary Medical Service members were 
trained to apply PFA as part of their relief operations and to use it to enhance their own mental health resilience. 

Chinese Adaptation of the PFA 
Guide for Fieldworkers

Randomised Controlled Trial (RCT) on the Effectiveness of PFA
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Climate Change and Health

The health impact of climate change has become increasingly well known globally. CCOUC aims at generating 
scientific evidence to advance global understanding of the health impact of climate change in Asian metropolises, 
as well as to enhance community capacity to mitigate the adverse human health impact. 

CCOUC has conducted studies on health modelling, which investigate the relationship between meteorological 
factors and temperature-related mortality, hospital admissions, injury patterns, non-communicable disease-
related adverse event incidence, as well as climate-related infectious disease epidemiology. In addition, CCOUC 
has also conducted studies on health seeking behaviors, risk literacy, risk perception and the community ’s 
awareness of the health co-benefits of climate change mitigation. 

Clinical Effectiveness,
Guidelines and Policies Development

Disaster Preparedness &
Response Planning Disaster Epidemiology Climate Change and 

Health
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P r o j e c t  H i g h l i g h t s :
Joining Hands with the Hong Kong Observatory
In partnership with the Hong Kong Observatory and the Climate Change and Health Study Group of 
CUHK’s Jockey Club School of Public Health and Primary Care, CCOUC has striven to heighten public 
awareness on the effects of climate change.  Scientific research and studies have been conducted through 
these collaborations and their outcomes disseminated through platforms including international conferences 
and academic journals. One of such publications is an article published in the WHO Bulletin investigating 
hospital admissions as a function of temperature, other weather phenomena and pollution levels in an urban 
setting in China. 

To further CCOUC’s cause in this area, Prof. Emily Chan, CCOUC Director, has been actively and heavily 
involved in various forums and conferences on climate change. Prof. Chan was one of the panelists in the 
Environment and Climate Change Forum Series organised by the community engagement programme CUHK 
Jockey Club Initiative Gaia. She is also a member of the Advisory Board for the World Green Organisation. 

In October 2013, three members of the CCOUC team participated in the Living With Environmental Change 
(LWEC) Health Conference in London and shared Hong Kong experience with international researchers, 
public health practitioners and policy makers. Living with Environmental Change is a partnership of 22 
major UK public sector funders and users of environmental research, including the research councils and 
central government departments.

Selected Publications:
Chan EYY, Goggins WB, Yue SK, Lee PY. Hospital admissions as a function of temperature, other weather 
phenomena and pollution levels in an urban setting in China. Bulletin of World Health Organization. 2013 
August 1; 91(8): 576–584. doi 10.2471/BLT.12.113035

Goggins WB, Chan EYY, Yang C, Chong M. Associations between mortality and meteorological and 
pollutant variables during the cool season in two Asian cities with sub-tropical climates: Hong Kong and 
Taipei. Environmental Health. 2013 July; 12:59

Climate Change and 
Health
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What do we know about the health impact of climate change in Hong Kong?

Professor Bill Goggins, Centre Honorary Research Technical Advisor, presented the health-related 
temperature threshold of Hong Kong at the “Go Green Campaign” press conference on 24th September, 2013. 
Establishing such temperature threshold in urban settings is important for the mitigation of temperature-
related negative health impact resulting from global climate change. 

• 1°C increase above 28.2°C is associated with 1.8% increase in mortality in Hong Kong

• 1°C increase above 29.0°C is associated with 4.5% increase in hospital admission in Hong Kong

• 1°C drop below 24.0°C is associated with 3% increase in natural deaths

• A total of 882 excess deaths were estimated in the 2008 Cold Wave after adjusting for confounding 
factors 
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Disaster Case Studies of 
the Asia Pacif ic Region

Clinical Effectiveness,
Guidelines and Policies 
Development

Disaster Preparedness &
Response Planning Disaster Epidemiology Climate Change and Health

While Asia is ranked the most disaster-prone region of the world in both natural and man-made disasters, 
there are limited research and training in this area. There is also a lack of printed educational materials on the 
epidemiological profile of disasters and its human health impact using case studies from the Asia Pacific Region.

The case studies project started in early 2011 to document experiences of disaster medical and public health 
response in this area. The outputs of this project include a research monograph series, public seminar series and 
research opportunities for students to enhance knowledge and understanding of key issues in disaster response 
and training in this region. These outputs are intended to be used for teaching and as academic references for 
future research purposes. 
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This project aims to achieve three objectives:

1) TO DEVELOP A SERIES OF CASE STUDIES in disaster and medical humanitarian response;

2) TO PUBLISH A MONOGRAPH SERIES for education and training purpose; and

3) TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL PROFILE of disasters and their 
human health impact in the region.

The case studies comprise literature review, stakeholder interviews, and retrospective data analysis. Ongoing 
projects include the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake in Sichuan Province of China, the 2010 Forgotten Fire in Bhutan, 
and the 2000-2010 floods in the Mekong Delta.

S e l e c t e d  C a s e  S t u d i e s :

• The 2009 Earthquakes in West Sumatra of Indonesia: An Evaluation of Medical Humanitarian Response toward 
Earthquakes

• The Worst Floods in 50 Years: Analysis of the Medical Relief Effort and Media Response of Thailand Floods in 2011

• A Public Health Evaluation of the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake in China

• The 2010 Hainan Flood: Loopholes in Flood Preparedness

• A Review of the Chinese Food Surveillance System: The Case of Clenbuterol from a Public Health Perspective 

• The Health Impact of Chronic Internal Conflict in Mindanao of the Philippines

S e l e c t e d  P u b l i c a t i o n s :

• "Typhoon Haiyan and beyond."The Lancet (2013).  DOI:10.1016/S0140-6736(13)62415-0

• "The epidemiology of mine accidents in China." The Lancet 376.9741 (2010): 575-577.

• "Public-health risks of melamine in milk products." The Lancet 372.9648 (2008): 1444-1445.
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Since 2011, 

174 students from 16 countries 
have participated in our courses.
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Postgraduate Courses
As part of CCOUC’s core mission to serve as a hub for educational knowledge transfer on 
issues related to disaster and medical humanitarian crisis response, planning, and policy 
development, CCOUC has collaborated with the JC School of Public Health and Primary 
Care of CUHK in offering postgraduate-level summer courses since 2011. Targeting at 
postgraduate students and staff from local non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 
community partners, these courses aim at promoting evidence-based decision making and 
developing collaboration among humanitarian practitioners.  A series of courses have been 
offered under this category:

D i s a ster  and Humanit ar i an Cr i si s
(1 .5  graduate  credit  unit)

Humanitarian relief actions put emphasis on the importance of 
preparedness and multidisciplinary response actions. “Disaster and 
Humanitarian Crisis” is a three-day course, which aims at providing 
participants with an overview of public and personal health implications 
of disasters and humanitarian crises. In addition, the course also discusses 
ways to perform health needs assessment, public health emergency 
response programme planning and evaluation, as well as the related health 
policy formulation in emergency responses. 

Course content:
• Principles of medical humanitarian responses in disasters and crises
• Complex emergencies
• Natural disasters
• Health needs assessments and policies in emergency responses
• Man-made disasters
• Public health emergency response programme planning and 

evaluation
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Climate  Chang e  and He alth
(1 .0  graduate  credit  unit)

The health impact of climate change is well documented. “Climate Change 
and Health” is a two-day course aiming at demonstrating the application 
of public health principles in issues of climate change in order to support 
community preparedness, response, policy formulation, and implementation. 
Students are introduced to various issues related to climate change and health, 
as well as the application of public health principles and methodologies in 
studying the relationship between meteorological factors and health. 

Course content:
• Climate change and health overview
• Impact of climate change on disease patterns
• Human behaviour and adaptation to climate change
• From science to policy: Public health responses to climate change 

D i s a ster  Ri sk  Manag ement  for  He alth
(1 .5  graduate  credit  unit)

This course aims to provide an overview of the principles related to disaster risk 
management for health in emergencies and disaster situations. It also discusses the 
systematic analysis of health risks in various disasters. 

Course content:
• Principles in disaster risk management for health
• Disaster risk management for communicable and non-communicable diseases
• Disaster risk management for population subgroups 
• Health risk of chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear incidents
• Special topics disaster health risk management for specific disasters
• Environment issues in disaster responses: WASH, Mass Casualty, Care settings
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2 0 1 1
1.	 Cecilia	Yuen	See	Choi	–	Health	education	for	population	

in	a	“Hui”	minority-based	disaster-prone	rural	setting	in	
Gansu	Province,	China

2.	 Hale	 Ho	 –	 Evaluating	 the	 sustainability	 of	 previous	
health	intervention	conducted	in	the	Ma’anqiao	Village	
of	Xin’an	Township	of	Huili	County,	Liangshan,	Sichuan	
of	the	Jin	Sha	Jiang	area

3.	 Jamie	Rocio	Rodas	–	Exploring	anticipated	and	actual	
acceptability	of	A/H1N1	vaccination:		A	cohort	study	of	
university	students

4.	 Winnie	Wing	In	So	–	To	assess	the	post-disaster	health	
needs	of	Ma’anqiao	villagers	on	climate	change	 from	
field	visit

5.	 Crystal	 Ying	 Jia	 Zhu	 –	 Explore	 current	 situation	 of	
cross-border	healthcare	utilisation	and	provision	by	Hong	
Kong	people	in	six	cities	of	the	Pearl	River	Delta	Region

6.	 John	Chun	On	Lee	–	Literature	review	of	 the	public	
health	impacts	of	1983-2009	civil	war	in	Sri	Lanka

7.	 Elaine	Tsz	Ning	Fong	–	Health	education	intervention	at	
Maluxiang,	Gansu,	China

8.	 Carman	 Yuk	 Lai	 Kwok	 –	 Comparison	 of	 smoking	
prevalence	and	its	knowledge,	attitudes,	practice	(KAP)	
between	Han	and	Li	ethnic	groups	aged	50	and	above	in	
rural	Hainan

9.	 King	Oi	Lam	–	Health	needs	assessment	on	alcoholism	
in	Hainan	–	Drinking	problem	among	people	aged	50	or	
above	in	rural	communities

2 0 1 2
1.	 Kevin	Si	Da	Liu	–	The	relationship	among	awareness	of	

health	risk,	behavior	and	heat-related	 illnesses	during	
heat	wave	in	Chinese	urban	area	–	a	population-based	
telephone	survey	of	Hong	Kong

2.	 Po	Yi	Man	–	The	effectiveness	of	enhancing	emergency	
knowledge	to	cope	with	natural	disasters	 in	disaster-
prone	rural	villages	 in	mainland	China	by	educational	
session

3.	 Iris	Chongren	Zheng	–	Evaluation	of	the	effectiveness	of	
a	health	intervention	on	food	safety	in	a	village	with	high	
illiteracy	rate,	Gansu	Province,	Northwest	China

4.	 Amy	 Chi	 Man	 Lau	 –	 Health	 programme	 planning	
project	at	Macha,	Gansu,	China

5.	 Christabel	 Chan	 –	 Community	 public	 health	 needs	
assessment	for	solid	waste	management	at	Dangzheng	
village,	Gansu	Province,	China

6.	 Levina	Chandra	Khoe	–	Public	health	disaster	training	
needs	assessment	for	affiliated	volunteers	 in	Guangxi	
Province

7.	 Agatha	Kit	Ying	Lin	–	Malaria	related	pre-travel	health	
programme	 among	 travellers	 at	 HK	 International	
Airport

8.	 Christy	 OYJ	 Chan	 –	 Development	 of	 an	 online	
educational	 material	 on	 climate	 change	 –	 health	
concepts	for	secondary	school	teachers	in	Hong	Kong	

17 Post-graduate Research Projects Completed since 2011
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Nowadays, frontline actions and responses to disasters and humanitarian crises require not only rapid deployment of 
resources, but also evidence-based and cost-effective intervention plans and relief actions.  

CCOUC’s Croucher Summer Course is a five-day residential summer programme, which aims at educating and inspiring 
a small group of promising postgraduate students and early career researchers in Hong Kong and the wider region, and 
providing them with technical training in research methods and analytical tools to examine and design evidence-based 
intervention to address medical needs in the context of humanitarian emergencies. Experts from The Chinese University 
of Hong Kong (CUHK), Harvard University, and Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED), a WHO 
Collaborating Centre in Belgium, were invited to give lectures for the course. 

Course content:
• Basic concepts of public health and disaster 
• Disaster research methodologies
• Field-based studies and action research designs
• Translational medicine

Apart from formal teaching sessions, the course also includes a discussion session after each of the five days of the course. 
The after-class discussion sessions not only furnish participants with a more casual environment to discuss the contents 
taught in class with their fellow classmates and teaching assistants, but also provide a platform for intellectual exchanges 
amongst participants with various academic and cultural backgrounds. 

Being the first training course with a focus on field-based research methodology for disaster and medical humanitarian 
response in Hong Kong, the Croucher Summer Course of 2013 registers a noteworthy milestone for academics and 
researchers in this area since it helps train up promising postgraduate students and early career researchers from Hong 
Kong and the wider region.

Croucher Summer Course 2015 is tentatively scheduled for July 2015.

Croucher Summer Course
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Yu Hong  HAN (mainland China)
“Through Croucher Summer Course, I learned new 
knowledge and I hope it can be applied to my works 
in the future. I also hope that the course will be held 
in Mainland. I think the staff from Department of 
Health Emergency Management, Disease Prevention 
and Control and Emergency Medical Rescue should 
be trained in this area, especially in the provinces 
where natural disasters frequently occur. ”

Division of Emergency Response,
Health Emergency Response Office,
National Health and Family Planning Commission 
P.R. China

PhD Student in Development Studies,
Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies,
Geneva

Feedback from Course Participants

Mohammad Aftab Uddin KHAN 
(Bangladesh)
“The quality of the course was very high and met 
my expectation fully. The teaching staff are very 
competent and helpful. Also I have learned so much 
from the participants. They are all very qualified in 
their respective fields.”
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CCOUC will launch an online course and mobile learning application “Public Health in Disaster and Medical Humanitarian 
Relief in the Asia Pacific Region” in 2014. This course aims at fostering theoretical understanding of the public health 
approach in disaster and medical humanitarian relief in the Asia Pacific Region. It targets both local and international 
participants who are involved in health, policy, education, and humanitarian sectors, including civil servants, healthcare 
personnel, undergraduate and postgraduate students. Participants are expected to have obtained an undergraduate degree 
in relevant disciplines, or possess more than five years of working experience in relevant fields.

The course comprises 7 modules, requiring about 35 hours of learning altogether. The following highlights the 
contents to be delivered in the course: 
1. Disasters and Health Trends in Asia
2. When Public Health and Disaster Collide
3. Essential Disaster Concepts
4. Essential Public Health Concepts
5. Measuring Health in Disasters
6. Health Impact of Disasters I
7. Health Impact of Disasters II
8. Special Needs of Vulnerable Populations
9. Responding to Health Needs in Disasters
10. Conceptualising and Defining Public Health Emergency Preparedness

Online Course and Mobile Learning
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Awards

CCOUC  Outstanding Disaster Project Awards
2011  Cecilia Yuen See CHOI
	 A	Case	study	of	the	West	Sumatra	Flood	in	2010	

2012 Christy CHAN
	 A	Historical	Autopsy	of	the	Vietnamese	Refugees	in	Hong	Kong

 Beatrice LAM
	 Sahel	Nutrition	Crisis	(The	Sahel	is	the	zone	in	Africa	between	the	Sahara	desert	to	the	north	and	the	

Sudanian	Savanna	to	the	south,	stretching	from	the	Atlantic	Ocean	to	the	Red	Sea	and	covering	parts	
of	Gambia,	Senegal,	southern	Mauritania,	central	Mali,	Burkina	Faso,	southern	Algeria	and	Niger,	
northern	Nigeria	and	Cameroon,	central	Chad,	southern	Sudan,	northern	South	Sudan	and	Eritrea.)

 Tanaka KIWAKO
	 The	2011	Tohoku	Region	Pacific	Coast	Earthquake	(Tohoku	Region	covers	the	north-eastern	part	of	

Honshu,	the	largest	island	of	Japan.)	

2013 Levina Chandra KHOE
	 The	Unfinished	Story	of	Sidoarjo	Mudflow	from	Public	Health	Perspective	(Sidoarjo	is	in	the	East	Java	

Province	of	Indonesia.)

 Christabel CHAN
	 2011	High	Speed	Rail	Collision	in	Wenzhou,	China

Mrs Catherine SW Chan-Kwok Prize in Humanitarian Field Work
 	 This	award	is	set	up	in	2013	to	subsidize	one	undergraduate	or	UGC-funded	postgraduate	student	to	

conduct	humanitarian	field	work	of	CCOUC	every	year.
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CCOUC garnered the “Best Interdisciplinary Award” for its project titled “Technical Knowledge Transfer of 
Evidence-based Medical Humanitarian Assistance to Field-based Practitioners in Emergency and Crisis” in 2013. 
This award is one of the three CUHK Awards of Excellence in Social Engagement 2013. 

Our fellowship programmes have served as a knowledge transfer platform for individuals from multi-disciplinary 
background who are committed in disaster and medical humanitarian response. 

Between 2011 and 2013, 

34 frontline practitioners
from 13 different international non-governmental organisations 
have successfully completed our NGO Fellowship Programme.
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CCOUC Fellowship Programmes

Graduate Fellowship
T h e  G r a d u a t e  F e l l o w s h i p 
programme is intended for doctoral 
candidates as well as Master degree 
holders who are interested in the 
work of CCOUC. The Fellowship 
seeks candidates from a wide range 
of  backg rounds to  foster  inter-
d i s c i p l i n a r y  exch a n ge  o f  i d e a s 
and will be awarded based upon 
the strength and originality of the 
candidates’ research proposals.

NGO Fellowship
Th e  C C O U C  N G O  Fel l o w sh i p 
p r o g r a m m e  i s  a  c o m m u n i t y 
knowledge transfer initiative which 
intends to empower mid-career 
frontline workers to assess, analyse, 
develop, implement and evaluate 
emergency and medical assistance 
in  the  context  of  d isa sters  and 
humanitarian crises. It also aims 
at enhancing student community’s 
a c c e s s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 
activities, contexts and challenges of 
the non-governmental organisations.

Regional Fellowship
The CCOUC Regional Fellowship 
is a research-based programme that 
aims at providing disaster-related 
technical and theoretical training 
for key stakeholders in the region, 
who are at the forefront of disaster 
mitigation and community capacity 
building init iatives .  Fel lows are 
welcome to bring existing projects 
f ro m  th e i r  h o m e  co u nt r i e s  fo r 
collaborative consultancy as well as 
knowledge transfer.

54
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Fellows’ Experience

Ms. Cherry Lin
Hong Kong, Clinical Psychologist (Graduate Fellow, 2013)
During the 5-week time in August and September 2013 at CCOUC, I had worked on some research and 
participated in two field trips to China. I had travelled to the rural villages in Gansu and Yunnan carrying out 
needs assessment and health education. It was particularly exciting for me because of the chance to focus 
on mental health issues and conduct in-depth interviews with the villagers. Throughout the process, I also 

encountered some interviewees who experienced intense emotions and I had to handle their psychological distress immediately. It 
was indeed really meaningful for me as a clinical psychologist to perform these tasks in field. Moreover, it was so enjoyable to have 
spent time with plenty of experts and students from different areas. The continuous mutual learning and sharing simply made my 
stay so enriching and memorable!

Dr. Levina Chandra Khoe
Indonesia, Clinician (Regional Fellow, since 2013)

The first time I heard about CCOUC was in the orientation day at CUHK where I pursued my Master of Public 
Health study. I was impressed by the works they did in rural China and inspired to get involved with their works. 
Moreover, disaster is also part of my main interest when I was doing my master’s project. After graduated from 
the School of Public Health, I was looking for the opportunity to gain more knowledge and do research in disaster 
and humanitarian response. CCOUC is the answer to my exploration. During my fellowship, I learned how to write a proposal for 
research grant, analyse research data, and write a column for disaster news. CCOUC has developed my research skills in disaster and 
climate change field. I was also amazed by the hospitality and the work spirit of the team. They are very creative, and full of energy at 
the same time. I feel honored to be part of CCOUC and I wish I can contribute more in the future.  

Mr. Chun Wai Yee
Oxfam Hong Kong (NGO Fellow, 2013)
My first engagement as a CCOUC NGO Fellow started with joining the 2013 Summer Session. The 3-day "Disaster 
and Humanitarian Crisis" course was stimulating. It helped me consolidate my practical experience through 
linking them with research findings, theories and framework. I got inspired on identifying needs gap and potential 
new aspects of intervention. NGO fellowship is also a good platform to network with frontline practitioners, and 

to share experience and resources among peer organizations. We also hope that the dialogue helped the students in the School of 
Public Health understand the context of work situation. NGO Fellows were also invited to join a roundtable meeting to raise our own 
awareness and contribute our thoughts towards an emerging issue related to disaster preparedness.
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Training-of-Trainers Programmes

Since 2011, CCOUC has been conducting training-of-trainers programmes with community NGO partners across 
China. As of 2013, we have conducted training in the two provinces of Guangxi and Yunnan in China. This project 
aims at strengthening  NGOs’ capacity to develop  their own disaster mitigation programmes and to facilitate 
the community initiatives. It also encourages networking and sharing of information among local NGOs. The 
programmes use a cascading model to impart state-of-the-art knowledge and skills by training NGO workers who 
can further train the communities. The first training was held in Guangxi and the next one in Yunnan.
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Disaster First Aid Training in Guangxi
On 22 April 2012, a one-day basic first aid training for volunteers was held in 
Nanning, Guangxi Province, China. Thirty one participants from local NGOs 
attended the training. Lectures  with hands-on training sessions were conducted 
covering a range of basic first aid topics, including general anatomy, airway/
breathing management, choking, bleeding control, wound treatment, fracture, and 
splinting. This training was part of the “Training-of-Trainers of Evidence-Based 
Health and Humanitarian Response to Field Practitioners” programme, which 
promotes knowledge transfer to volunteers in disaster and emergency field. 

Disaster Management and Research Training in Yunnan
To better equip frontline NGO  workers working in the Yunnan Province of China 
with technical  knowledge and research skills in disaster management, CCOUC  
organised a disaster management training programme in Kunming in December 
2013. The training  encompassed various aspects of disaster management with 
a clear focus on project planning and implementation in emergency disaster 
situations. Topics to be covered include:

• Concept and application of project management cycle

• Design and implementation of emergency needs assessment

• Emergency data management 
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Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation 
(WZQ) is a charity registered in Hong Kong, which recruits 
and arranges volunteers ,  especially university student 
volunteers from Hong Kong and Mainland China, to build 
footbridges and village facilities in remote and poor villages in 
the Mainland with green concepts.

Since 2011, CCOUC has provided training to the participants 
of the Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation 
interflow camp, which intends to bridge and foster experience 
sharing among the more than 10 university teams from Hong 
Kong, mainland China, Taiwan, and USA that are engaged in 
the WZQ project.  Numerous grounds are covered, including 
training in the design and implementation of community-
engaged public health programme, such as hygiene promotion 
and waste management campaign. Health professionals from 
the CCOUC team also coach the delegates of the interflow 
camp to strengthen their capability in managing emergency 
health situations in the field. 

Since 2011, Prof. Emily Chan, Dr. Kevin Hung, Ms. Poyi Lee, 
and Ms. Esther Yiu from CCOUC have been members of 
WZQ Health and Safety Committee to assist in the development of health and safety protocols and health-related 
emergency contingency plans for both the WZQ project team leaders and volunteers. 

H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  
W u  Z h i  Q i a o  ( B r i d g e  t o  C h i n a )  C h a r i t a b l e  F o u n d a t i o n
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CCOUC recognises that far too many one-off 
knowledge transfer projects fail to deliver results 
in the long run, and the knowledge in question 
cannot be retained in the communities after 
the volunteers are gone. Putting the external 
constraints aside, this is often due to a lack 
of theoretical understanding. For students, 
especially those who have no or limited public 
health training, it is of paramount importance 
that they be equipped with adequate knowledge 
and sk i l l s  so  that  the y  are  able  to  p l an , 
implement, and evaluate a sustainable field 
intervention, to approach issues critically, and to 
execute a well thought-out programme.

Based on the experience from the Ethnic Minority Health Project, CCOUC has identified five major health and 
disaster-related risks in rural communities. These include waste management, indoor environment, water and 
hygiene, health maintaining habits, and disaster risk literacy. Plans are in the pipeline for CCOUC to develop a 
set of modular intervention materials for dissemination in the fields. The manual will be field-tested before it is 
officially launched in the WZQ Interflow Camp 2014. Prevalent and emerging risks that are identified, together 
with mitigation procedures, as well as assessment methods such as surveys and focus groups, will be detailed and 
discussed in the manual. Different intervention models and activities will then be introduced for application in 
typical scenarios. As WZQ implements projects in many ethnic minority communities, indigenous solutions will 
be shared wherever appropriate.

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  P r o g r a m m e  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
M a n u a l  a n d  T r a i n i n g  P r o t o c o l

59

p53-59_v7.indd   59 15/1/2014   12:50:31



Selected Journal Papers
D i s a ster-re l ate d  re se arch  

1.	 C h a n 	 E Y Y, 	 Hu n g 	 K KC , 	 C a i 	 Y. 	 A n	
e p i d e m i o l o g y 	 s t u d y 	 o f 	 t e c h n i c a l	
disasters	in	China:	1979-2005.	European	
Journal	 of	 Emergency	 Medicine.	 2011	
Aug;18(4):234–237.

2.	 Chan	 EYY,	 Kim	 JH,	 Lin	 CLY,	 Cheung	
E Y L , 	 L e e 	 P Y. 	 I s 	 p r e v i o u s 	 d i s a s t e r	
experience	a	good	predictor	 for	disaster	
p r e p a r e d n e s s 	 i n 	 e x t r e m e 	 p o v e r t y	
households	 in	 remote	Muslim	minority	
based	 community	 in	 China?	 Journal	 of	
Immigrant	 and	 Minority	 Health.	 2012	
Dec.	 Available	 from	 http://www.ncbi.
nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23264186

3.	 Hu n g 	 K KC , 	 L a m 	 E C C , 	 C h a n 	 E Y Y,	
G r a h a m 	 C A . 	 D i s e a s e 	 p a t t e r n 	 a n d	
chronic 	 i l lness 	 in 	 r ural 	 C hina : 	 The	
Hong	 Kong	 Re d	 Cross 	 basic 	 he alth	
clinic	 after	 2008	 Sichuan	 earthquake.	
Emergency	 Medicine	 Australasia.	 2013	
Jun;	 25(3):252-259.	 doi:	 10.1111/1742-
6723.12080	

4.	 C h a n 	 E Y Y. 	 B o t t o m - u p 	 d i s a s t e r	
r e s i l i e n c e . 	 N a t u r e 	 G e o s c i e n c e .	
2013;6(5):327–8.	Available	 from:	http://
dx.doi.org/10.1038/ngeo1815

 Cl imate  chang e  and 
he al th  re se arch  

1.	 G u p t a 	 S , 	 C a r m i c h a e l 	 C , 	 S i m p s o n	
C,	 Clarke	 MJ,	 Allen	 C,	 Gao	 Y,	 Chan	
E Y Y, 	 Mu r r a y 	 V. 	 E l e c t r i c 	 f a n s 	 f o r	
re ducing	 adverse	 health	 impacts 	 in	

heatwaves.	 The	 Cochrane	 Database	 of	
Systematic	Review.	2012	 Jul	11;	 (7).	doi:	
10.1002/14651858.CD009888.pub2	

2.	 C h a n 	 E Y Y, 	 G o g g i n s 	 W B , 	 K i m 	 J H ,	
G r i f f i t h s 	 S , 	 M a 	 T K . 	 He l p - s e e k i n g	
behavior	 during	 elevated	 temperature	
in	Chinese	population.	Journal	of	Urban	
He a l t h . 	 2 0 1 1 	 Au g ; 	 8 8 ( 4 ) : 6 3 7 – 6 5 0 .	
Available	 from:	 http://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/pubmed/21761264

3.	 G o g g i n s 	 W B, 	 C h a n 	 E Y Y, 	 Ya n g 	 C Y.	
Weather,	pollution,	and	acute	myocardial	
infarction	 in	 Hong	 Kong	 and	 Taiwan.	
International 	 Journal	 of	 Cardiology.	
2012	 Oct	 4 ; 	 Avai lable 	 f rom:	 http://
www.internationaljournalofcardiology.
com/article/S0167-5273(12)01193-X/
abstract

4.	 G oggins	 WB,	 Chan	 E YY,	 Ng	 E , 	 Ren	
C , 	 C h e n 	 L . 	 E f fe c t 	 m o d i f i c at i o n 	 o f	
the	 association	 between	 short- term	
meteorological	 factors	and	mortality	by	
urban	heat	 islands	 in	Hong	Kong.	PLoS	
ONE.	 2012;	 7(6):	 e38551.	 doi:10.1371/
journal.pone.0038551

5.	 Gao	 Y,	 Chan	 EYY,	 Zhu	 YJ,	 Wong	 TW.	
Adverse	 effect	 of	 outdoor	 air	 pollution	
on	 cardiorespiratory	 fitness	 in	 Chinese	
children.	 Atmospheric	 Environment.	
2013	Jan;	64(2):10–17.	

6.	 Goggins	WB,	Chan	EYY,	Yang	C,	Chong	
M.	Associations	between	mortality	and	
meteorological	 and	 pollutant	 variables	

during	 the	 cool	 season	 in	 two	 Asian	
cities	 with	 sub-tropical	 climates:	 Hong	
Kong	and	Taipei.	Environmental	Health.	
2013	July;	12:59

7.	 Chan	 EYY,	 Goggins	 WB,	 Yue	 SK,	 Lee	
PY.	Hospital	admissions	as	a	function	of	
temperature,	other	weather	phenomena	
and	pollution	 levels	 in	an	urban	setting	
in 	 C hina . 	 Bul let in 	 of 	 World	 Health	
Organization.	 2013	 August	 1; 	 91(8):	
576–584.	doi	10.2471/BLT.12.113035

Emer g enc y  me dic ine  re se arch
1.	 Hung	 KKC,	 Chan	 EYY,	 Graham	 CA.	

Disaster	training:	lessons	learnt	from	the	
2008	Sichuan	earthquake.	 International	
Paramedics	Practice.	2012;2(2):133–140.	

2.	 Hung	 KKC , 	 L am	 ECC , 	 Wong	 MC S,	
Wong	 T W,	 Chan	 E YY,	 Graham	 CA .	
Emergency	physicians’	preparedness	 for	
CBRNE	 incidents	 in	Hong	Kong.	Hong	
Kong	 Journal	 of	 Emergency	 Medicine.	
2013;	20(2):90-97.

3.	 Hung	 KKC,	 Graham	 CA,	 Chan	 EYY,	
Cocks	 R ,	 Poon	 W,	 Rainer	 T.	 Medical	
v o l u n t e e r s 	 i n 	 c o m m e r c i a l 	 f l i g h t	
medical	 diversions. 	 Aviation,	 Space,	
and	 Environmental 	 Medicine. 	 2013;	
84(5):491–497.	
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International Conference Papers
2013
1.	 Chan	EYY,	Huang	BY,	Lee	PY,	Hung	KKC,	Yue	

JSK.	A	cross-sectional	study	of	first	aid	training	
in	the	general	population	as	a	means	of	disaster	
preparedness	 in	Hong	Kong	(ID:235).	Paper	
presented	 at:	 The	 18th	 World	 Congress	 on	
Disaster	&	Emergency	Medicine;	2013	May	28-
31;	Manchester,	United	Kingdom.	

2.	 Chan	 EYY,	 Lee	 PY,	 Liu	 SD,	 Hung	 KKC,	 Yu	
MTK.	Health	 impact	of	2012	 flood	 in	 rural	
minor i ty 	 community 	 in 	 Liangshan	 “ Yi”	
Prefecture	 in	Sichuan	China	(ID:132).	Paper	
presented	 at:	 The	 18th	 World	 Congress	 on	
Disaster	&	Emergency	Medicine;	2013	May	28-
31;		Manchester,	United	Kingdom.

3.	 Hung	KKC,	Chan	EYY,	Lee	PY.	Community	
health	preparedness:	 lessons	learned	from	the	
512	Sichuan	earthquake.	Paper	presented	at:	
International	 Disaster	 Medicine	 Forum	 on	
Earthquake	Medical	Rescue	 in	Sichuan;	2013	
May	11-13;	Sichuan,	China.	

4.	 Chan	EYY,	Gao	Y.	The	impact	of	public	health	
education	on	community	disaster	preparedness	
-	case	study	among	“Dai”	and	“Hui”	minority.	
Paper	 presented	 at:	 International	 Disaster	
Medicine	 Forum	 on	 Earthquake	 Medical	
Rescue	in	Sichuan;	2013	May	11-13;	Sichuan,	
China.

5.	 Chan	EYY,	Hung	KKC,	Liu	SD,	Lee	PY.	Disaster	
preparedness	 in	Hong	Kong:	 first	aid	training	
for	 the	 general	 public	 as	 a	 potential	 means	
of	emergency	 response.	Paper	presented	at:	
The	4th	Hong	Kong	-	Shenzhen	Emergency	
Medicine	Conference;	2013	Apr	25-27;	Hong	
Kong,	China.	

2012
1.	 Gao	 G,	 Chan	 EYY.	 Household	 injuries	 in	

children	with	mental	retardation	in	Hong	Kong.	

Paper	 presented	 at:	 The	 6th	 National	
Conference	 on	 the	 Prevention	 of	 Child	
Injury;	2012	Nov	17-18;	Xi’an,	China.	

2.	 Chan	EYY.	Is	previous	disaster	experience	
a	good	predictor	for	disaster	preparedness	
in	community	with	extreme	poverty?	Paper	
presented	 at:	 The	 1st	 Annual	 Congress	
on	Disaster	Medicine	of	Chinese	Medical	
Association;	2012	Oct	19-20;	Tianjin,	China.

3.	 Hung	KKC.	Nuclear	accidents	preparation	
and	emergency	response	 in	Hong	Kong.	
Paper	 presented	 at : 	 The	 1st 	 Annual	
Congress	on	Disaster	Medicine	of	Chinese	
Medical	 Association;	 2012	 Oct	 19-20;	
Tianjin,	China.	

4.	 Chan	 EYY,	 Goggins	 WB,	 Lee	 PY,	 Yue	
JSK,	 Rodas	 JR,	 Gao	 Y.	 Epidemiological	
relationship	 between	 temperature	 and	
injury	 in	 an	 urban	 Chinese	 city.	 Paper	
presented	at:	The	140th	Annual	Meeting	
and	 Exposition	 of	 the	 American	 Public	
Health	Association;	2012	Oct	27-31;	San	
Francisco,	United	States.

5.	 Chan	EYY,	Southgate	RJ,	Lin	CLY,	Goggins	
WB,	Rodas	JR.	Self-reported	health	impacts	
of	 the	 2010	 Hainan	 typhoon,	 China,	
and	the	effect	of	age	and	ethnicity.	Paper	
presented	at:	The	140th	Annual	Meeting	
and	Exposition	of	 the	American	Public	
Health	Association;	2012	Oct	27-31;	San	
Francisco,	United	States.

6.	 Chan	EYY,	Hung	KKC,	Zhu	CYJ,	Lee	PY,	Yu	
MTK.	Effectiveness	of	health	education	in	
ethnic	minority	communities	in	rural	China.	
Paper	presented	at:	The	44th	Asia-Pacific	
Academic	Consortium	for	Public	Health.	
2012	Oct	14-17;	Colombo,	Sri	Lanka.	

7.	 Hung	KKC,	Chan	EYY,	Zhu	CYJ,	Lee	PY,	

Yeung	 TLY.	 Lessons	 learned	 regarding	
public	health	field	experimental	learning	in	
rural	China.	Paper	presented	at:	The	44th	
Asia-Pacific	 Academic	 Consortium	 for	
Public	Health.	2012	Oct	14-17;	Colombo,	
Sri	Lanka.

8.	 Z hu	 C Y J, 	 Hung	 KKC ,	 C han	 E YY. 	 A	
comparative	study	of	food	safety	regulation	
system:	the	case	of	 illegal	clenbuterol	use	
livestock	 husbandry.	 Paper	 presented	
at : 	 The	 44th	 Asia-Pacif ic 	 Academic	
Consortium	for	Public	Health.	2012	Oct	
14-17;	Colombo,	Sri	Lanka.

9.	 Cheung	EYL,	Chan	EYY,	Sin	CKM.	A	cross	
sectional	 study	 of	 psychological	 health	
status	 of	 Chinese	 voluntary	 emergency	
medical	 responders.	 Paper	 presented	
at:	The	2012	Annual	Scientific	Meeting	
of	 Hong	 Kong	 College	 of	 Community	
Medicine.	2012	Sep	15;	Hong	Kong,	China.	

10.	 Gao	 Y,	 Chan	 EYY,	 Li	 LP,	 Griffiths	 SM.	
Alcohol	drinking	among	adolescents	 in	
rural	 southern	 China.	 Paper	 presented	
at:	The	2012	Annual	Scientific	Meeting	
of	 Hong	 Kong	 College	 of	 Community	
Medicine.	2012	Sep	15;	Hong	Kong,	China.	

11.	 Chan	EYY,	Hung	KKC,	Zhu	CYJ,	Lee	PY,	
Yu	MTK.	Effectiveness	of	health	education	
in	ethnic	minority	communities	 in	rural	
China.	Paper	presented	at:	The	13th	World	
Congress	on	Public	Health.	Addis	Ababa,	
Ethiopia;	2012.	

12.	 Chan	EYY,	Hung	KKC,	Cheung	EYL,	Koo	
S,	Wong	AH.	Disaster	case	study	on	health	
impact	of	the	2011	fire	disaster	in	Bhutan.	
Paper	 presented	 at : 	 The	 13th	 World	
Congress	on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-
27;	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.
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13.	 Kim	 J, 	 Choi	 C YS.	 H5N1	 knowledge,	
attitude	 and	 prevalent	 risk	 behaviours	
among	Hong	Kong	poultry	workers.	Paper	
presented	at:	The	13th	World	Congress	
on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-27;	Addis	
Ababa,	Ethiopia.

14.	 Chan	 EYY,	 Hung	 KKC,	 Yue	 JSK,	 Kim	
J, 	 Lee	 PY,	 Cheung	 EYL .	 Preliminar y	
findings	on	urban	disaster	risk	literacy	and	
preparedness	 in	 a	 Chinese	 community.	
Paper	 presented	 at : 	 The	 13th	 World	
Congress	on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-
27;	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.

15.	 Chan	 EYY,	 Choi	 CYS,	 Lee	 PY.	 Health	
education	for	Hui	ethnicity	 in	a	disaster-
prone	 rural	 setting	 in	 Gansu	 Province,	
China.	Paper	presented	at:	The	13th	World	
Congress	on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-
27;	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.

16.	 C h a n 	 E Y Y, 	 Hu n g 	 K KC , 	 C h o i 	 C Y S .	
Literature	 review	 on	 health	 outcomes	
of	medical/	healthcare	relief	workers	 in	
natural	disaster	settings.	Paper	presented	at:	
The	13th	World	Congress	on	Public	Health.	
2012	Apr	23-27;	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.

17.	 Cheung	 EYL,	 Chan	 EYY,	 Lin	 CLY.	 Post	
disaster	mental	health	 impact	of	ethnic	
minorities	 in	 rural	 China:	 results	 from	
mixed	quantitative	and	qualitative	studies.	
Paper	 presented	 at : 	 The	 13th	 World	
Congress	on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-
27;	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.

18.	 Cheung	 EYL,	 Chan	 EYY,	 Lin	 CLY,	 Lee	
PY, 	 Z hu	 C Y J. 	 Preliminar y	 results 	 of	
psychological	 first	aid	capacity	building	
program	on	coping	strategies	and	mental	
health	 measures 	 among	 emergenc y	
responders	in	disaster:	results	of	6-month	
follow-up	 of	 a	 randomized	 controlled	
trial.	Paper	presented	at:	The	13th	World	
Congress	on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-
27;	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.

19.	 Chan	 EYY,	 Zhu	 CYJ.	 Implement	 the	
“Health	Village”	 in	Ma’an	Village	 in	rural	
China.	Paper	presented	at:	The	13th	World	
Congress	on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-
27;	Addis	Ababa,	Ethiopia.

20.	 Lee	 PY,	 Chan	 EYY.	 Impact	 of	 f lood	 in	
China:	an	update	 literature	review.	Paper	
presented	at:	The	13th	World	Congress	
on	Public	Health.	2012	Apr	23-27;	Addis	
Ababa,	Ethiopia.

21.	 Chan	 EYY.	 Health	 relief	 in	 the	 context	
of	 demographic	 and	 epidemiological	
transitions:	 a	 rethink	 using	 the	 human	
security	 approach.	 Paper	 presented	 at:	
Human	 Security	 and	 Natural	 Disaster	
Research	 Workshop.	 2012	 Feb	 20-22;	
Tokyo,	Japan.

2011
1.	 Chan	EYY,	Law	LSK,	Chow	CB,	Griffiths	

SM,	Chiu	CH,	Ng	TK.	A	safe	and	healthy	
household	 –	 a	 household	 prevention	
program.	Paper	presented	at:	Hong	Kong	
Health	Promotion	Symposium.	2011	Nov	
18;	Hong	Kong,	China.

2.	 Rodas	 JR,	 Lau	 JCH,	 Kim	 JH,	 Luk	 WC,	
Griffiths	SM.	Willingness	of	Hong	Kong	
Students	 to	 accept	 the	 H1N1	 vaccine:	
a 	 cohor t 	 study. 	 Paper 	 presente d	 at :	
International	Conference	on	Global	Health	
and	Public	Health	Education.	2011	October	
25-27;	Hong	Kong,	China.

3.	 Hung	KKC,	Chan	EYY,	Lam	ECC,	Rainer	
TH,	 Graham	 CA.	 Disease	 pattern	 in	
rural	 setting	 three	 weeks	 post	 Sichuan	
earthquake	–	HK	Red	Cross	basic	health	
clinic	in	Yanmen	town.	Paper	presented	at:	
International	Conference	on	Global	Health	
and	Public	Health	Education.	2011	October	
25-27;	Hong	Kong,	China.

4.	 Hung	KKC,	Chan	EYY,	Cocks	RA,	Graham	
CA.	Medical	volunteers	in	in-flight	medical	

emergencies.	Paper	presented	at:	The	43rd	Asia-
Pacific	Academic	Consortium	for	Public	Health.		
2011	Oct	18-22;	Seoul,	Korea.

5.	 Rodas	JR,	Lau	JCH,	Kim	JH,	Luk	WC,	Griffiths,	
SM,	Zhang	ZZ.	Exploring	anticipated	and	actual	
acceptability	of	H1N1	Vaccination:	a	cohort	
study.	Paper	presented	at:	The	43rd	Asia-Pacific	
Academic	Consortium	for	Public	Health.	2011	
Oct	18-22;	Seoul,	Korea.

6.	 Hung	KKC,	Chan	EYY,	Lam	ECC,	Rainer	TH,	
Graham	CA.	Disease	pattern	 in	rural	setting	
three	weeks	post	Sichuan	earthquake	–	Hong	
Kong	Red	Cross	basic	health	clinic	in	Yanmen	
town.	Paper	presented	at:	The	43rd	Asia-Pacific	
Academic	Consortium	for	Public	Health.	2011	
Oct	18-22;	Seoul,	Korea.

7.	 Goggins	WB.	Geographic	variation	in	strength	
of	 association	 between	 temperature.	 Paper	
presented	at:	The	43rd	Asia-Pacific	Academic	
Consortium	for	Public	Health.	2011	Oct	18-22;	
Seoul,	Korea.

8.	 Cheung	 EYL,	 Chan	 EYY,	 Lin	 CLY,	 Lee	 PY.	
Preliminary	 results	 of	 clinical	 effectiveness	
of	 psychological	 first	 aid	 training	 among	
emergency	responders	in	Chinese	population.	
Paper	presented	at:	The	17th	World	Congress	
on	Disaster	&	Emergency	Medicine;	2013	May	
29-	Jun	3;	Beijing,	China.

9.	 Cheung	EYL,	Chan	EYY,	Lin	CLY.	Post-disaster	
mental	health	among	ethnic	minority	in	rural	
China:	results	 from	qualitative	studies.	Paper	
presented	 at:	 The	 17th	 World	 Congress	 on	
Disaster	&	Emergency	Medicine;	2013	May	29-	
Jun	3;	Beijing,	China.

10.	 Cheung	EYL,	Chan	EYY,	Lee	SH.	Comparative	
d e s c r i p t i v e 	 a n a l y s i s 	 o f 	 p o s t- d i s a s t e r	
psychological	 intervention.	Paper	presented	
at:	The	17th	World	Congress	on	Disaster	&	
Emergency	 Medicine;	 2013	 May	 29-	 Jun	 3;	
Beijing,	China.
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Current CCOUC Advisors and Staff (2013)
Adv i sor y  B o ard
Prof. Jeremy Farrar,    

University of Oxford  
(until August) 

Prof. Peter Horby,    
University of Oxford  
(since November)

Prof. Sian Meryl Griffiths,   
CUHK

Prof. Colin A Graham,   
CUHK

Prof. Shiu Hung Lee,    
CUHK

D ire ctor
Prof. Emily Chan

D eput y  D ire c tor
Prof. Jean Kim

Centre  Manag er s
Mr. Marat Yu    

(until August)
Mr. Chi Shing Wong    

(since September)

P roje c t  Manag er s
Dr. Calvin Cheng
Ms. Poyi Lee
Mr. Aman Yee

P roje c t  O f f icer s
Ms. Christy Chan
Mr. Kevin Liu
Ms. Crystal Zhu

Clinic al  Tutor
Dr. Greta Tam

Honorar y  St af f
Ms. Eliza Yee Lai Cheung
Dr. William Goggins
Dr. Kevin Hung
Ms. Holly Lai Ho Li
Ms. Eva Lam
Ms. Cherry Lin
Mr. Alvin Wong
Prof. Huso Yi
Ms. Esther Yiu
Ms. Janice Yue
Mr. Tony Ka Chun Yung
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CCOUC Fellows and Interns (2011-2013)
Re g ional  Fe l low s
Ms. Gloria Chan (MSF),   

Hong Kong (since 2012)
Ms. Wenwen Du (China CDC),   

China (since 2013)
Mr. Rinzin Jamtsho (Government of Bhutan), 

Bhutan (2012)
Dr. Levina Khoe, Indonesia (since 2013)
Dr. Elizabeth Newnham (University of Oxford 

and Harvard University), Australia, UK 
and US (since 2013)

Dr. Rosamund Southgate   
(University of Oxford), UK (2012)

Gradu ate  Fe l low s
Ms. Lindsey Alexander (Harvard University), 

US (since 2013)
Ms. Praveen Basaviah (University of Oxford), 

UK (2013)
Ms. Cecilia Choi, (University of Sydney), 

Australia (2011-2012)
Mr. Bryant Huang, US (2012-2013)
Ms. Cherry Lin, Hong Kong (2013)
Ms. Barbara McCarthy   

(University of Oxford), UK (2012)
Ms. Jamie Rodas, Canada (2012)
Ms. Nicole Yan, US (2012)

N G O Fel low s
2013
Dr. Hui Kheng Ang, MSI Professional Services
Ms. Yuk Wah Chan,    

Auxiliary Medical Service 
Mr. Sangay Dawa,    

Department of Disaster Management,  
Ministry of Home & Cultural Affairs, 
Kingdom of Bhutan

Mr. Thinley Dorji,    
Fire, Safety & Disaster Management Unit, 
DGPC, Chhukha Hydropower Plant, 
Kingdom of Bhutan

Mr. Tashi Duba,   
Department of Medical Services, 
Ministry of Health, Kingdom of Bhutan

Mr. King Man Law, World Green Organisation
Ms. Wing Man Leung, Hong Kong Red Cross 
Ms. Holly Lai Ho Holly Li, CCOUC
Mr. Qian Liao,    

American International Health Resources
Mr. Winson Wai Yuk Lo,   

Hong Kong Red Cross
Ms. Yick Sze Lui, Civic Exchange
Mr. Qinghua Mo, Partners in Hope
Ms. Tracy Seaman, MSI Professional Services
Ms. Chui Ying Tang, Hong Kong Red Cross 
Mr. Cheuk Ying Wong,   

Auxiliary Medical Service 
Mr. Chun Wai Yee, Oxfam Hong Kong 

2012
Mr. Simon Burroughs,   

Médecins Sans Frontières Hong Kong 
Ms. Annie Ka On Chan,   

Hong Kong Red Cross 
Ms. Hiu Lui Chan,    

Hong Kong Journalist Association
Mr. Shum Bing Chiu,    

Auxiliary Medical Service 
Ms. Snowy Choi, TVB 
Mr. Kinzang Dorjee,    

Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs, 
Kingdom of Bhutan 

Mr. Duba,     
Cabinet Secretariat, Kingdom of Bhutan 

Ms. Moe Yuen Fun Ip, Hong Kong Red Cross 
Ms. Mo Sheung Ku, MSI Professional Services 
Mr. Beatrice Lau,    

Médecins Sans Frontières Hong Kong
Ms. Sylvia Lai Kwan Lin, Hong Kong Red Cross 
Ms. Barbara McCarthy, CCOUC 
Ms. Kiwako Tanaka,    

Secretariat of the International Peace 
Cooperation Headquarters, Cabinet 
Office, Japan 

Mr. Man Chung Wong, Oxfam Hong Kong 
Ms. Tsz Ying Wong, TVB 

Dr. Yu Wu, Shenzhen Center for    
Disease Control and Prevention 

2011
Ms. Tira Aswitama,    

Médecins Sans Frontières Hong Kong
Ms. Joyce Chen, Project Vision 
Ms. Pik Fong Cheung, Auxiliary Medical Service 
Ms. Tenzin Choden,    

Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs, 
Kingdom of Bhutan 

Ms. Moe Yuen Fun Ip, Hong Kong Red Cross 
Mr. Rinzin Jamtsho,    

Prime Minister Office, Kingdom of Bhutan
Mr. Kumar Pradhan, Bhutan Ugyen Academy 
Ms. Hilda Tak Sheung Shum, ZeShan Foundation 
Mr. Vincent Wang, Hong Kong Red Cross 
Ms. Josephine Sau Yan Wong, Project Vision 
Mr. Shing Ho Wu, Auxiliary Medical Service 
Ms. Alice Hoi Ha Yeung, Médecins Sans 

Frontières Hong Kong
Ms. Helen Yanping Zhao, Médecins Sans 

Frontières Hong Kong

Inter n s
Mr. Henry Au-yeung (2011-2012)
Mr. Peter Chan (since 2011)
Ms. Caroline Dubois (UCL), UK (2013)
Mr. Jimmy Fok (2012-2013)
Mr. KC Hui (2011-2012)
Mr. David Jung (2011-2012)
Ms. YoYo Kwan (2011-2012)
Ms. Tracy Lai (since 2013)
Ms. Wendy Lee (since 2013)
Ms. Melanie Leung (since 2013)
Ms. Agatha Lin (2012-2013)
Ms. Amber Luo (since 2013)
Ms. Rita Mak (2011-2012)
Mr. Ron Siu (since 2013)
Ms. Tiffany Yeung (2011-2012)
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Strategic Partners
Hong Kong

•	 Hong	Kong	Auxiliary	Medical	Service	(AMS)	
•	 Hong	Kong	Observatory	
•	 Wu	Zhi	Qiao	(Bridge	to	China)	Charitable	Foundation
•	 World	Green	Organisation	

China
•	 Beijing	Emergency	Medical	Center
•	 Chinese	Center	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	(China	CDC),	National	Health	and	Family	Planning	Commission
•	 Center	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	(Guangxi	Province,	China)
•	 Office	of	Health	Emergency,	National	Health	and	Family	Planning	Commission
•	 Partners	in	Hope	(NGO	in	Yunnan	Province)

International
•	 Centre	for	Research	on	the	Epidemiology	of	Disasters	(CRED),	Université	catholique	de	Louvain,	Brussels,	Belgium	
•	 Harvard	Humanitarian	Academy
•	 Harvard	Humanitarian	Initiative	and	FXB	Center	for	Health	and	Human	Rights,	Harvard	School	of	Public	Health
•	 Karolinska	Institutet,	Stockholm	
•	 Kingdom	of	Bhutan
•	 Public	Health	England
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List of Project Grants since 2011
Project Title Funding Source Project Period Nature of the Project

1. The impact of elevated ambient temperature on injury and 
disease morbidity patterns in Hong Kong

Health and Medical Research Fund (HMRF), 
(former Health and Health Services Research 
Fund (HHSRF)), Food and Health Bureau, 
HKSAR

2011 Research

2. Case studies in disaster and medical humanitarian relief 
in Asia Pacific region ZeShan Foundation 2011 – 2013 Research

3. Climate change and health in Asian urban setting: 
Community health risk literacy and response

The Li Ka Shing Foundation Global Health 
Programme at University of Oxford 2011 – 2013 Research

4. Ethnic Minority Health Project (Field Action Lab: Evidence-based 
Field Action in Public Health and Humanitarian Response) CUHK and University of Oxford 2011 – 2015 Research

5. The knowledge, attitude and practice of pre-travel health 
preparations among Hong Kong travellers CUHK 2012 – 2013 Research

6. Evidence-based emergency medical response in urban 
community in China CUHK 2012 – 2016 Research

7. Health impact of climate change in urban community CUHK 2012 – 2016 Research

8. Ethnic Minority Health Project CUHK and University of Oxford 2011 – 2015 Education

9. Disaster Research Study Scholarship Anonymous 2012 – 2017 Education

10. The global health concept study tool on “Climate Change, 
Disasters, and Humanitarian Crises” CUHK 2013 – 2014 Education

11. Online Short Course “Case studies in disaster and medical 
humanitarian relief in the Asia Pacific region” CUHK 2013 - 2014 Education

12. Croucher Summer Course “Research methodology for disaster 
and medical humanitarian response” Croucher Foundation 2013 – 2017 Education

13. Mrs. Catherine SW Chan-Kwok Prize in Humanitarian Field Work Prof. CW Chan and Mrs. Catherine Chan 2013 onward Education

14. Ethnic Minority Health Project CUHK and University of Oxford 2011 – 2015 Knowledge Transfer

15. Training of Trainers of evidence-based health and medical 
humanitarian response to field practitioners in China CUHK 2012 – 2014 Knowledge Transfer

16. CCOUC Regional Fellowship Program: Bhutan Ms. Leonie Ki 2012 – 2013 Knowledge Transfer

17. CCOUC Regional Fellowship Program: Bhutan University of Oxford 2013 – 2015 Knowledge Transfer

18. Field guidelines development for disaster resilience and 
public health interventions in rural China Wu Zhi Qiao Charitable Foundation 2013 – 2014 Knowledge Transfer
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Join Us and Support Us!
1)	 BECOME	A	FELLOW	
	 The	three	fellowship	programmes	offered	by	CCOUC	include:

a.	 NGO	Fellowship
b.	Regional	Fellowship
c.	 Graduate	Fellowship/Internship

2)	 BECOME	A	VOLUNTEER	
CCOUC	welcomes	undergraduates,	postgraduates	and	professional	volunteers	to	join	the	Ethnic	Minority	Health	Project	as	
volunteers.	All	CCOUC’s	volunteers	work	closely	with	the	project	team	and	play	a	significant	role	in	the	coordination	of	all	field-
based	activities.	Volunteers	are	involved	in	the	health	needs	assessments,	health	interventions	and	impact	evaluations	in	remote,	
ethnic	minority-based	and	disaster-prone	communities	in	rural	parts	of	China.	

3)	 STUDY	WITH	US
CCOUC	offers	graduate-level	training	in	disaster	mitigation	and	humanitarian	crisis	response	for	students	from	a	wide	variety	of	
backgrounds.	The	trainings	include	lectures,	media-supported	learning,	and	role-play	simulation	exercises.	

a.	 Global	Summer	Institute
b.	Croucher	Summer	Course	
c.	 Online	Programme	(	Coming	soon!	)

4)	 DONATION
To	support	our	work	by	way	of	donation,	please	contact	our	Centre	Manger,	Mr.	Chi	Shing	WONG	
(email:	cswong@cuhk.edu.hk;	tel:	+852	2252	8468).
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Contact Us
Address	 :	 Rm 308, 3/F, 
  The JC School of Public Health and Primary Care, 
  Prince of Wales Hospital, 
  Shatin, New Territories,
  Hong Kong SAR
Email	 :	 ccouc@ c uhk.edu.hk
Tel	 :	 +852 2252 8850
Fax	 :	 +852 2647 6547
Web	 :	 http://ccouc.org
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